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Participation

Both federal and state laws require that all 
students with disabilities be administered 
assessments intended to hold schools 
accountable for the academic performance of 
students.
AYP requires a 95% participation rate.
SPP for 2009, requires 99.2 % participation for 
the students with disabilities subgroup.



State and District Assessments

State Writing – 5, 7, & 10
Dakota STEP – 3-8 & 11
Dakota STEP-A – 3-8 & 11
8th Grade Technology Assessment

District-wide Assessments (ex. SAT 10)



State Monitoring of 
Accommodations



Areas of Concern

Read Aloud:
– High percentage of students with read 

aloud.  Not being documented 
appropriately

Environmental Adaptations:
– Students received instructional 

accommodations but did not receive them 
for assessment. 



State Monitoring of Accommodations

DOE Monitoring:
– Districts identified for onsite monitoring, will also 

have accommodation review included
– Within 5 year cycle all districts will have 

accommodation review



Accommodation Monitoring

What will the Monitoring look Like:
– Verify accommodations are related to disability
– Verify assessment accommodations were used 

for instruction
– Verify accommodations were provided for 

assessment



What do we look for?

Question 1:   Are the accommodations/ 
modifications appropriate for the skill area 
affected by the disability?

– Special Ed. evaluation information
– PLOP
– Annual goals
– Instructional accommodations
– Special Factors

Do the instructional accommodations support the 
needs identified? 



Reviewing the IEP



Reviewing the IEP





















What do we look for?

Question 2: Are the accommodations/ 
modifications provided for DSTEP also provided 
in their instructional program?

– Instructional accommodations 
– Special Factors Page  - assessment choice
– Assessment accommodations on IEP

Do the instructional and assessment 
accommodations align?











What do we look for?

Question 3: Were accommodations identified in 
the IEP for State Testing “USED” during the 
assessment administration?
– Demographic data from the DSTEP page 

Received from Pearson

– Assessment accommodations on the IEP
Do the accommodations bubbled as being used for 
assessment match the IEP?



Accommodation chart on 
page 57 of Test 
Coordinator Handbook

(Writing pg. 35)



Documenting Accommodations (cont.)

Using accommodation 
chart, code only 
accommodations 
provided and 
documented on 
student’s IEP







Onsite D-STEP Monitoring

Questions listed from the onsite monitoring 
sheet are asked.
Prior to visiting, you will receive a list of 
student names – their IEP’s will need to be 
printed-
– IEP will be compared to demographic testing info 

provided by Pearson
– Information will be used to determine onsite 

monitoring visits from SEP



Wrap-Up



Wrap-Up

What needs to be done today?
– Are instructional and assessment 

accommodations aligned
No, amend IEP

– Are all assessment accommodations on the 
approved accommodation list

No, contact DOE for approval or amend IEP



Wrap-Up

What needs to be done before and on the 
day of testing?
– Structure homogeneous groups for small group 

administration
– Prepare for read aloud accommodations
– Make sure everyone involved is aware of what 

accommodations are to be provided
– Verify accommodations were or were not used 

when coding demographic page
If not used as documented on IEP complete a test 
irregularity form



Wrap-Up

What do needs to be done before the next 
IEP meeting?
– Evaluate accommodations to determine if they 

are still appropriate
– Get input from the student about their 

accommodations
– Make sure need for accommodations can be 

substantiated and documented



Forms and Technical Assistance

SD Accommodations Manual:
– Learn more about accommodations for instruction and 

assessment
– Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 

for individual students 
– Administer accommodations during instruction and 

assessment
– Evaluate and improve accommodation use
– Fact Sheets
– Teacher Tools

Please visit our website:
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/Assessment_Standards/index.asp

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/Assessment_Standards/index.asp


Questions

Linda Turner
South Dakota Department of 

Education
Special Education Programs 

Specialist
Linda.Turner@state.sd.us

605-773-6119

Elizabeth Gordon 
South Dakota Department of 

Education
Special Education Programs 

Specialist
Elizabeth.Gordon@state.sd.us

605-295-2949

mailto:Linda.Turner@state.sd.us
mailto:Elizabeth.Gordon@state.sd.us
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